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THIS STUDY WAS DESIGNED TO INVESTIGATE THE SPECIFIC 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TYPE OF BILINGUALISM (COMPOUND OR 
COORDINATE) AMD THE ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION AND LISTENING 
SKILLS OF NATIVE SPEAKERS OF SPANISH. THIRTY-SIX STUDENTS 
FROM VARIOUS PARTS OF LATIN AMERICA WHO WERE COMPLETING A 
TEN-WEEK COLLEGE PREPARATORY "ENGLISH ORIENTATION" COURSE AT 
LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY SERVED AS SUBJECTS. THERE WERE 
THREE PARTS TO THE TEST--(l) AN ENGLISH AND A SPANISH VERSION 
OF A NINE-ITEM SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL TO INDEX TYPE OF 
BILINGUALISM, (2) A PRONUNCIATION TEST TO MEASURE THE 
SUBJECTS* FREEDOM FROM SPANISH PHONETIC INFLUENCES ON 
ENGLISH, AND (3) A LISTENING TEST TO MEASURE THE SUBJECTS* 
ABILITY TO PERCEIVE ENGLISH PHONES. RESULTS INDICATE THAT THE 
HIGHER THE SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL D (DISTANCE) SCORE, OR THE 
CLOSER TO COORDINATE BILINGUALISM, THE GREATER IS THE NUMBER 
OF BOTH PRONUNCIATION AND LISTENING ERRORS A SUBJECT IS 
LIKELY TO MAKE. WITH DEVELOPMENT OF DIFFERENTIALS FOR 
SPEAKERS OF LANGUAGES OTHER THAN SFANISH , THESE FINDINGS 
COULD BE CHECKED FOR THEIR GENERALITY. THE AUTHOR FEELS THAT 
BECAUSE OF THE PREDICTIVE POWER OF THE SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL 
IN THE CASE OF BEGINNING STUDENTS, IT WOULD BE A USEFUL 
PLACEMENT-TYPE TEST. THIS ARTICLE AFFEARED IN "TESOL 



At • a n TCni w m 

wvnrs • ui\u • 9 



wai nur 4. Mnwnrc M a pm inn) 

V VUVl'Ib. * I ,1 V> w I . - — — - 






sb 

t— i 

LT\ 

O 

nj 

o 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION 

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE 
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
POSITION OR POLICY. 

TESOL QUARTERLY 



Volume 2 



March, 1968 



Number 1 



Table of Contents 



LU 



The Current Discrepancy between Theoretical 

and Applied Linguistics David DeCamp 3 

The Reflexive in English and Spanish: A Transformational 
HI«IM lO REPRODUCt THIS Approach J. Donald Bowen and Terence Moore 12 

Sd MSu HU BEEN GRANTED 

Af-AllS Criterion-Referenced Testing of Language Skills Francis A. Cartier 27 

RIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING predicting Pronunciation and Listening Skills of Native 

[R AGREEMENTS j j OliTS?Dt Speakers of Spanish: An Exploratory Study J. Donald Ragsdale 33 

K»S PERMISSION OF £> on trolling Cultural Variations in the 

• ' ' ’ Preparation of TESOL Materials Maurice Imhoof 39 

Adapting and Composing Reading Texts Andrew MacLeish 43 ■ 

The Role of the Volunteer in Teaching English to 

Educated Foreign-Born Adults Joseph J. Brain 51 

The Application of Audio-Lingual (Oral) 

Technology to Beginning Reading Paul and Eva King 57 

Preparing Navajo Students to Read Hadley A. Thomas 62 

Reviews 

' Weeks: Reading American History (M. Gordon) 66 

Bigelow and Harris: The United States of America (M. Gordon).... 66 

Publications Received 67 

Announcements 68 



-* ^ * 



er|c • 

— fY o Q1 29-3 



TESOL QUARTERLY 

A Journal for Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages 



OFFICERS 1968-68 

President 
Paul W. Bell 
Dade County Schools 
Miami, Florida 
First Vice President 
David P. Harris 
Georgetown University 
Washington, D.C. 

Second Vice President 
William Norris 
University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The officers and 
Edward M. Anthony 
University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Virginia French Allen 
Morristown, New Jersey 

Julia M. Burks 
U.S. Information Agency 
Washington, D.C. 

Kenneth Croft 
San Francisco State College 
San Francisco, California 
Mary Finocchiaro 

Hunter College of the City University 
New York, New York 

Harry Freeman 
San Francisco State College 
San Francisco, California 

Tern R. Hopkins 
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 

Betty W. Robinett 
Ball State University 
Muncie, Indiana 

Pauline Rojas 
Miami, Florida 

Rudolph C. Troike 
University of Texas 
Austin, Texas 

EXECUTIVE. SECRETARY 

James E. Alatis 
Georgetown University 
Washington, D.C. 



EDITOR 

Betty Wallace Robinett 
Ball State University 
Muncie, Indiana 

EDITORIAL ADVISORY 
BOARD 

Virginia French Allen 
Morristown, New Jersey 

Marie Esman Barker 
El Paso Public Schools 
El Paso, Texas 

Eugene J. Bri&re 
University of California 
Los Angeles, California 

J. C. Catford . 

University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Mary Finocchiaro 
Hunter College 
New York, New York 

Maurice Imhoof 
Ball State University 
Muncie, Indiana 

A. Iris Mulvaney 
Tucson Public Schools 
Tucson, Arizona 

Bernard Spolsky 
Indiana University 
Bloomington, Indiana 

Hadley Thomas 
Tuba City Public Schools 
Tuba City, Arizona 



Membership in TESOL ($6.00) includes a subscription to tho journal. 

TESOL QUARTERLY is published in March, June, September, and December. 

Business correspondence should be addressed to James E. Alatis, Institute of Language* and Linguistic*, 
Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. 



Copyright © 1968 

Teachers of English to Speaker* of Other Languages 



Predicting Pronunciation and Listening Skills of 
Native Speakers of Spanish: An Exploratory Study* 

J. Donald Ragsdale 



One of the most persistent and per- 
plexing problems facing teachers of 
English to speakers of other languages 
is the assessment of students’ skills in 
using English. The conscientious 
teacher spends considerable time 
particularly in constructing, adminis- 
tering, and grading tests of pronun- 
ciation and of listening even in the 
relatively short space of a typical 
course. One of the most crucial stages 
in this assessment process is at the 
point where the student has mastered 
enough English to consider Applying 
for entrance into an American college 
or university. Hers, the testing of lan- 
guage skills plays a primary role in 
the selection of students for entrance. 
It is also used as the basis for assign- 
ing students to beginning or advanced 
classes or laboratory programs as well 
tis for providing the instructor with 
some indication of initial needs. Yet 
any teacher who has faced the typical 
mixture of Latin Americans, Arabs, 
Chinese, Japanese, Thais, and so on 
knows that his students 1 ' problems are 
not only a matter of individual ability 
but also of native language back- 
ground. Chinese students, for example, 
will generally have great difficulty in 

* This study was supported by a Louisi- 
ana State University Graduate School Re- 
search Council Faculty Fellowship. 

Mr. Ragsdale is Assistant Professor of 
Speech at Louisiana State University and 
has published several articles in the Quar- 
terly Journal of Speech. 



differentiating between [1] and [r] 
v/hen they speak, but Latin Americans 
generally will not. Hence for any claim 
to real accuracy in testing, the teacher 
must devise different test batteries for 
each language group. This is not only 
a time-consuming venture, but it raises 
the very real question of comparability 
of tests across language groups. To 
make the matter even more perplexing, 
one needs only to point out the dif- 
ficulty of administering and scoring 
tests of pronunciation and listening 
which utilize oral materials. 

Partially as an attempt to cope with 
some of the above problems and par- 
tially because of an interest in explor- 
ing some of the theoretical concepts 
associated with bilingualism, a study 
was devised to explore the relationship 
between the pronunciation and listen- 
ing skills of native speakers of Spanish 
and types of bilingualism. Ervin and 
Osgood have suggested that meanings 
are not necessarily constant in second- 
language learning and bilingualism. 1 
They point out that the “true” bilin- 
gual, who has learned and who uses 
a second language in a quite different 
environment from the one in which he 
learned and uses his native language, 
will tend to develop different mean- 

1 Susan M. Ervin and Charles E. Osgood, 
“Second Language Learning and Bilingual- 
ism,” in Psycholinguistics: A Survey of 
Theory and Research Problems, eds. Charles 
E. Osgood and Thomas A. Sebeok (Bloom- 
ington, Indiana, 1965), pp. 139-146. 
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